Advance care planning for patients with chronic kidney disease--why aren't nurses more involved?
Few patients with chronic kidney disease complete advance care planning and require the assistance and encouragement of their caregivers to address advance care planning needs. However, most nephrology nurses are reluctant to initiate these discussions and believe that patients will find these discussions upsetting. This article explores the fears that nephrology nurses have in addressing ACP with their patients, how this reality relates to general nursing research on the topic, and possible approaches to assist nephrology nurses in gaining confidence and expertise in this area.